
Violette de Provence Artichoke 
 

Cynara cardunculus var. scolymus ‘Violette de provence’ 

Sun to light Shade Zones 7-9 

Purple artichokes. That’s right. Purple. A French 
heirloom, these stunning chokes have a growth habit 
very similar to common globe artichoke, but the 
large flower buds (the artichokes!) are purple. 
Highly edible with a fine flavor, they are also 
gorgeous in cut flower arrangements. Early 
cropping plants are perennial and will be productive 
for 4-5 years in your garden. Though a full sun 
plant, artichokes will gladly accept some afternoon 
shade in hot summer climates like ours. Delightful! 


