
    
Asclepias speciosa 

Showy Milkweed 

Sun  Zones 4-9 

This bold California native milkweed will be a formidable 

presence in your garden. The food that monarchs crave, 

showy milkweed contains alkaloids that give the 

butterflies and their larvae protection from predators. It 

is these same alkaloids that render it pretty darn resistant 

to munching deer. Its broad gray-green leaves make it a 

notable standout among its drought tolerant neighbors in 

the dry garden, many of whom have little-bitty leaves to 

help conserve water. The large, fragrant, antique rose 

colored blossoms are a delight to the midsummer 

romantics among us. To 3-4’ high and spreading. 


