
   

Baptisia australis 
 

Blue False Indigo 

Sun to mostly sun Zones 3-9 

This beautiful North American native plant is a stunner in 
bloom. Blue lupine-like flowers appear in summer, followed 
by attractive seed pods that reveal this pea family member’s 
heritage. Tough and quite drought tolerant once established, 
this long lived plant will grace your garden each year with its 
4x2’ bushy form and 12’long flower stalks that provide nectar 
for bees and other pollinators. Like all the members of the 
legume family, it has the added bonus of fixing nitrogen in the 
soil. The name Baptisia comes from the Greek word “bapto”, 
which means to dye, for which process Blue False Indigo has 
historically been used as a replacement for the very costly 
true indigo. Useful and beautiful: just the way we like ‘em! 


