
   

  

Calycanthus occidentalis 
Western Spice Bush 

Part Shade to Shade USDA Zones 7-10 

One of California’s loveliest natives, Spicebush is a lush, 
deciduous shrub that is found along streams and rivers where is 
adds a near tropical look to its surroundings. The large dark 
green leaves, which are wine scented, provide a foil for the 2-4” 
red flowers, which are wine-colored. The beautiful blossoms, 1 
at the end of each stem, appear seemingly continuously 
throughout the spring and summer and are followed by 
interesting seed capsules. These woody capsules remain on the 
plant through the winter, looking like so many little offering 
cups for the birds that love the seeds. Great for erosion 
control near creeks, Western Spicebush forms thickets, 
covering a broader expanse with each year. 


