
Autumn Blue Spirea 
 

Caryopteris incana 

Sun to part Shade 

Though obviously related to its larger, more upright relative, the 
naturally hybridized Bluebeard (Caryopteris x clandonensis), just 
about everything about this autumn blooming shrub is more 
compact and dense. Autumn Blue has a lower, broader profile and 
a less open form. Reaching 2-3’tall x 3-4’wide, it fills in around 
the feet of taller growing shrubs and perennials. The flowers, 
appearing in late summer into fall, are lined up on foot long 
blooming stems, and are arranged like tight, fuzzy, blue pom-
poms on a string  Its  late bloom time, at a time when many 
garden plants have slowed or stopped their blooming, is a bonus 
for the butterflies that love to sip its nectar. Autumn Blue Spirea 
withstands poor, dry soil and is resistant to the browsing of deer. 

Zones 5-9 


