
Pacific Dogwood 
 

Cornus nuttallii 

Partial  Shade 

Much loved is our western native dogwood tree. One of 
the showiest of the California Natives, it puts on a superb 
display both in bloom and in fall color. Eventually 
reaching around 45’high, it has a lovely upright form. Plant 
young in the dappled shade in deep, cool woodland soil. As 
the silvery bark clad limbs reach upward, it will eventually 
tolerate much more sun, but avoid planting where it will 
receive any reflected heat. Water needs will depend on 
the soil type, but resist overwatering and provide soil with 
good drainage. Though establishing a Pacific Dogwood 
requires some attentiveness, the sheer beauty of this tree 
makes it worth the effort. One of our favorites! 

Zones 7-9 


