
   

 

Toyon 

Sun to part shade 

Probably California’s most famous native plant, what we call 
Toyon, or occasionally Christmas Berry or California Holly, is 
also the famed Hollywood that Hollywood is named for. Found 
throughout much of California, Toyon is an evergreen shrub to 
small tree reaching up to 15’in height. Its nice green foliage is 
on the large side for a chaparral plant and the white, pollinator 
attracting flowers are attractive in late spring. But the berries! 
Beautiful in fruit, Toyon decorates the land with bright red 
(though toxic unless cooked) berries in sizeable clusters just in 
time for winter holidays. One of the easiest native shrubs to 
cultivate, it is tolerant of many soils and requires no 
supplemental water after establishing. Prunable, even “hedge-
able”, and becomes denser and fuller with light pruning.  

USDA Zones 7-11  

Heteromeles arbutifolia 


