
  

Knautia macedonica 
Knautia 

Sun  Zones 5-9 

Where have all the knautias gone? Not 
often seen anymore, this drought and heat 
tolerant perennial is red’s answer to 
scabiosa.  Attractive to butterflies and bees, 
the seed heads, attractive in their own right, 
are also enjoyed by birds. 1 ½-3 feet tall and 
wide in bloom, the reddish purple dome-topped 
button blooms sit upon wiry stems, appear 
over a long season in summer, and are good 
for cut flowers. Try with ornamental 
grasses for a stunning display. Great old-
fashioned perennial for wildflower 
 and cottage gardens 
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