
   

 

Low Prickly Pear 

Sun to part shade 

Add this one to your collection of perennial edibles! This pollinator 
pleasing cactus follows its stunning 3-4”wide yellow blossoms 
with edible purple-red fruits the flavor of which reminds us of the 
fruit punch of childhood birthday parties. The pads and flower petals 
are edible, too! The plant’s low, creeping form makes it a fairly 
simple thing to find a spot for, just keep it on the dry side. 
Extremely cold hardy, the oval, subtly prickly, glochid bearing pads 
resist cold temperatures by dehydrating, something that can make 
them appear a bit worse for wear, but they plump right up again with 
the arrival of milder weather. Native to eastern North America 
from Texas to Canada, Low Prickly Pear, also known as Eastern 
Prickly Pear or Devil’s Tongue, is extremely adaptable and easy to 
grow. Deer resistant and (need we say it?) drought tolerant. 

Zones 3-9 

Opuntia humifusa 


