
Cardinal Penstemon 
 

Penstemon cardinalis 

Sun to Partial Shade 

This penstemon, native to New Mexico and Texas, is one big, 
luscious plant. Unusual for a penstemon, it keeps most of the 
rounded leaves near the bottom of the plant, reaching skyward 
with the sparsely foliaged blooming stems to 3 1/2’ in height. 
Tolerant of drought, it is well adapted to life in hot, sunny 
environments, but also blooms well and looks (dare we say 
it?) even more stunning in a partially shaded area where it 
reminds us of a gigantic heuchera. It is not common to find 
such drought tolerance combined with such a lush appearance, 
and, as such, it is a great plant for faux English gardens. The 
bright red blossoms arranged on tall wands drive the 
hummingbirds wild when it blooms for an extended period in 
midsummer. Truly, an exceptionally beautiful plant! 

 Zones 5-10 


