
   

  

Aesculus californica 
California Buckeye 

Part shade Zones 6-10 

The magical California Buckeye is a large shrub or small 
tree and an important part of the native ecosystem in 
California. Its spectacular blossoms, reaching up to a foot 
in length, appear in spring, shortly after the exotic looking 
palmately compound leaves. So adapted is this tree to the 
climate in which it evolved that it goes dormant shortly after 
the flowers are pollinated and the large, plum sized , 
“buckeyes” (fruit) appear.. Disrobed in midsummer, it reveals 
its smooth silvery-gray bark and beautiful form. Adding to 
the mysteriousness of the plant, all parts of it are poisonous, 
including the pollen which affects exotic bees but not our 
dwindling native bee species, butterflies, and hummingbirds, 
which feed on it gladly, to no effect. To 25’. 

Sun to part shade 


