(LALIF ORNIA BUCKEYE
AESCULVUS CALIFORNICA

THE mAGICAL CALIFORNIA BUCKEYE IS A LARGE SHRUB OR SMALL
TREE AND AN IMPORTANT PART QF THE NATIVE ECOSYSTEM IN
CALIFORNIA. TS SPECTACULAR BLOSSOMS, REACHING UPTO A FOOT
IN LENGTH, APPEAR IN SPRING, SHORTLY AFTERTHE EXOTIC LOOKING
PALMATELY COMPOUND LEAVES. SO ADAPTED ISTHISTREETOTHE
CLIMATE IN WHICH 1T EVOLVED THAT 1T GOES DORMANT SHORTLY AFTER
THE FLOWERS ARE POLLINATED ANDTHE LARGE, PLUM SIZED |
BOCKEYES” (FRUIT) APPEAR.. DISROBED IN MIDSUMMER, 1T REVEALS
1TS SMOOTH SILVERY-GRAY BARK AND BEASTIFUL FORM. ADDINGTO
THE MYSTERIQUSNESS OF THE PLANT, ALL PARTS OF 1T ARE POISONOUS,
INCLUOINGTHE POLLEN WHICH AFFECTS EXGTIC BEES BUT NOT QUR
DWINDLING NATIVE BEE SPECIES, BUTTEREFLIES, AND HUMMINGBIRDS,

WHICA FEED ON T GLASLY,TO NO EFFECT TO 25 .
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