
   

 

Iris ‘Nearly Black’ 
Pacific coast Iris hybrid  

Part shade Zones 3-9 

These beauties of the California (and beyond) coast are 
indeed a treasure in the garden. In spring, the evergreen 
grassy clumps send up multiple stalks bearing lovely 
flower buds. What color the buds open varies wildly in 
hybridized forms, but this one is a dark purple so dark it’s 
nearly black. Don’t ever let it be said that natives lack 
presence! Best is partial shade in our hot foothills, and try to 
give these slightly acid soil and good drainage. Totally deer 
resistant, you can tuck them all over your garden, even 
under native oaks, where their minimal water needs come in 
quite handy. Truly gorgeous California wildflowers!  

 

Usda Zones 7-9  


