
Keckiella cordifolia 
  Also known as climbing penstemon, this drought tolerant California 

native sub-shrub, which is no longer considered a penstemon 
botanically, is native to dry slopes and chaparral, where the delicate 
tracery of its form can be recognized immediately. The abundant 
tubular red-orange blossoms are, needless to say, a hummingbird 
favorite when they appear in early to mid summer. Given some 
support, Heart leaved penstemon can reach 6’high and resembles a 
vine. Left to sprawl on its own, it forms a tumbling mass of semi-
evergreen leaves (where winters are mild) and  2”long blossoms. 
Plant in partial shade in hot summer areas like ours in the foothills. 
Lovely on slopes where its reaching form and drought tolerance 
come in handy. Drought tolerant but will go summer dormant, as 
many California natives will, if grown completely dry. 
Cut back in winter For best appearance.  

Heart Leaved Penstemon 

Zones 7-11 Part Sun to Part shade 


