
Plantago major ‘Rubra’ 
  Big purple leaves, anyone? The seersucker textured 

leaves of this ornamental plantain reach as large as 
10”long and 6”across. Gladly filling in for hosta in the 
shade, the purple leaf plantain tolerates more sun than 
its counterpart, easily handling bouts of direct sun as 
long as it is watered well. In fact, it is exposure to the 
sun which helps it develop its rich burgundy color. Lovely 
at the front of a partially shaded border, its large leaves 
serve to anchor light airy plants. Reseeds itself readily 
where it is happy. Who knew weeds could be so lovely? 

Giant Purple Leaf Plantain  

Zones 2-9 Partial shade 


